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As the third quarter of 2007 draws to a
close, we would like to begin this newsletter
with a sincere thank you to all of you who
have contributed your time, energy,
enthusiasm and capital to making VA32
projects a reality. It has been a year in which
we have seen good growth in all fields within
which we work.

Whether you were part of the teams that
assisted with the development of the
Elephant Sanctuary, lion cub rearing centre,
ICT lessons, food garden development and
maintenance, resource development or
contributing to educational days out for
young children, you, the volunteers, have
been part of a significant chain of events
that are leaving the southern Wild Coast
area in a better position than it was on your
arrival.

VA32 continues to address educational,
social, humanitarian and conservation
initiatives in our area. Furthermore, we
continue to grow in confidence as we see
the lasting effect of your contributions. As
with all developmental initiatives, one is
faced with a mix of success and failure. It is
through these failures and difficulties of each
new venture that we improve our delivery.
With each success comes a stronger
working model on which we can build.
Without the constant support of volunteers
we would have nothing.

VA32, together with several other project
partners, is now looking to sustain this
positive growth and is embarking on a range
of new initiatives and ventures for the
remainder of 2007 and into 2008. These are
outlined in more detail later in this
newsletter.

This year VA32 saw further successful
partnering with another established
volunteer initiative, Untamed Africa and the
Jane Goodall Institute, in an effort to create
broader volunteering opportunities for those

of you with more time. We are excited to be
working with a team in the Kruger National
Park and are aiming to bring the ultimate
diversity of “Bush and Beach” experiences
on projects that are professionally managed.

Wild Coast School Projects —

With each new day dawning at the schools,
a new need is identified. Working with the
school’s senior management, VA32 has
found itself responding to an ever increasing
range of requests for assistance. The
continued failure of the School Feeding
Scheme system in South Africa has led to
many schools returning to a “self-help”
consciousness and implementing food
gardens in an effort to subsidize the lack of
delivery. WWF/WESSA Eco-schools have
provided a structured framework for VA32
volunteers to work with in getting some
gardens up and running again as well as
establish new gardens at creche and
primary schools. Both organizations share
the vision of the “living classroom” and
sustainable schools, and VA32 have been
able to support a series of environmental
outings and excursions this year. These
have included the “Wetland Focus Area”,
“Birds Focus”, “Trees” — which tied in with
arbor week, and a “Marine and Coastal
theme” which included learners embarking
on a massive beach and estuary cleanup as
part of the International Marine Week.




Not everything has been smooth sailing in
the schools. A five week teacher’s strike saw
a shut down of most rural and peri-urban
schools across the country. Frustrations ran
high as teachers, government and learners
clashed in a conflict of interests. VA32 was
unable to be remain active in schools over
this time due to the sensitivity of the
situation. A special thanks to Laura Fraser
and Azhar who showed not only patience
during the strike, but a keenness to
contribute and produced a range of
resources to support our teaching themes
for the successful environmental outings
which were run the following term.

As mentioned in the previous Newsletter,
VA32 with several other project partners has
embarked on a massive project to build a
new extension to Bulugha Farm School in
an effort to address the overcrowding at the
school. The plan is to put at least three new
classrooms and eight toilets on the site.
Huge thanks must go to Lou Billet of African
Angels www.sponsoranangel.org  for
taking the lead in this. Lou’s commitment to
this project is phenomenal despite the daily
frustrations and challenges she is faced
with. We are aware that some past
volunteers have collected donations and are
waiting to deposit these into the campaign
account. Lou is working very hard to get this
account opened but despite her efforts, we
are still waiting on various documents which
are beyond our control. Please visit
Bulugha’s website for all the details, updates
and information regarding the “Buy a Brick
Campaign " and more. Volunteer support in
this initiative is vital to its success, so put on
your thinking caps and get in touch with us.
www.bulughaschool.net.za

Overcrowding at Bulugha Farm School

The building of the new Byletts High School
in the Tainton area continues to move
forward slowly. Although not running to the
original time frames, it does seem that
Byletts can begin to look forward to a hugely
improved facility in the future. VA32 has
been less active in Byletts this year as the
appointment of Ms Yolandi Peter has meant
the school is managing its own ICT. We
have resumed support at the technical level
following a series of network crashes, a
plague of viruses and the loss of more than
a year's work.

Cintsa School continues to embrace the
support it is receiving both within ICT and
environmental projects. Term four is set to
have a major focus on Cintsa School as the
rehabilitation of their facilities continues.

Ngingxolo créche has entered a formal
partnership with VA32 with the intention of
transforming the premises into a “living
classroom”. Phase one has been completed
and effective drainage for drinking water
was put in, the area has been fenced and a
very successful and beautiful food garden
and seedling nursery is complete. Term four
will see the start of the fruit orchard and
initial renovations on the existing buildings.
VA32's target for Ngingxolo village is to
establish an ICT lab in 2008 that will be
shared between the primary school, high
school and community.

- s,
rsery at Ngingxolo Creche

Last term saw two new sporting events enter
the calendar —

The Chintsa Mini-Olympics and the Beach
Football Tournament. Thanks to all of you
who organized and ran these events. We
will definitely be hosting them again into the
future.




Finally on schools, we would like to once
again thank Microsoft and SchoolNet.SA for
their continued support in the training of
teachers in our area. The Partners in
Learning course saw 15 teachers attend
earlier this year and next month there are 15
head teachers, deputy heads and heads of
department attending the ICT for Education
Managers’ course.

Wild Coast Conservation Initiative —

One of the most difficult components for
volunteers on any conservation initiative is
that they too frequently do not get to see the
tangible outcomes of their efforts. This is
partly due to the enormity of conservation
initiatives — one needs to think along 25 year
plans which are broken into 10 year
objectives and this is then broughtto a 5
year strategy which is again reduced to
short term goals that are monitored and
assessed in terms of their impact to the
greater plan.

One of the fortunate advantages of being
part of the ground handling team on these
long term initiatives is that we get to see the
effects of each group’s contributions and
therefore appreciate the improvements in
our surrounds.

White lion cubs born on Inkwenkwezi 2007

The project at Inkwenkwezi has continued to
have a positive impact on the environment
of our region. Volunteers have pursued the
alien eradication project and after two years
of consolidated effort the effects are now
becoming very noticeable. The ox pecker
project is considerably further advanced with
hundreds of volunteer made nests ready for
placement to coincide with the reintroduction

of this species
which will be in
2008. The
Endangered
Wildlife Trust
continues to
guide this
project which
will positively
affect a much
greater region

than the reserve
itself. Neighboring farmers and land owners
have all worked closely to ensure that the ox
pecker can once again be a permanent
resident in the Eastern Cape, and it is the
efforts of the volunteers that is contributing
to this reality in the Chintsa footprint.

The first litter of lion cubs have grown into
healthy young cats and continue to live in
the rearing centre near Indalo camp. Human
interaction is being reduced as the cubs
mature.

One can't really talk about the lions without
thinking about Roger. Well, it was with much
sadness that we said good bye to Roger and
Lee. Both have decided to take a few
months break from the bush and are staying
in East London for now. | know there are
many of you out there who share with me in
wishing them every success in whatever
ventures they embark on in the future and a
sincere thank you for all they did for the
project. Neil Lyon has joined the
Inkwenkwezi team and we look forward to
another successful relationship into the
coming years.

A rehabilitation project at Tainton School
has been taken on by the volunteers at
Inkwenkwezi. This particular school is in a
critically run down state and, like many of
the schools in our area, receives minimal
support for upkeep and maintenance. The
project is aimed to put some pride back into
school and neighboring community.

Cintsa Horses and New Hampshire
Rehab Centre —

The arrival day of our first volunteer, Nicola,
to this project was greeted by the birth of a
new foal, which was subsequently named
Nikki! Tanya has said she can't quite




guarantee that welcome every time
however.

The Dickerson’s have always been an
inspirational family to those of us in the
Chintsa area, and after speaking with the
volunteers coming off the horse project, it
seems this inspiration is now going global.

Lots of early mornings, hard work and love
is the order of the day on the farm. Penny
and Tanya lead from the front with their
unerring energy and compassion and we
look forward to this project growing rapidly.

For those of you who would like to know
more about the project and the history of the
Dickerson’s, visit the Volunteer Africa 32
south website www.volunteerafrica.co.za

Tanya enjoying the beach with one of her special
friends

VA32 would like to congratulate Marijke
Coumans on getting married. Several
volunteers attended the wedding and it
sounds like a beautiful celebration was had.
A further congratulations needs to go to
Colin “the Scotsman” Martin for his

tremendous effort to complete the Glasgow
Marathon. Colin’s training in Africa consisted
of running from the house to the Sea Breeze
Pub several times a day!

SPECIAL THANKS FOR DONATIONS
RECEIVED

Although it is difficult, and at times unfair, to
single out individuals from a group for
thanks when all contribute so much, we do
wish to make a special mention of the
following volunteers who have made extra
donations to the schools recently:

Laura Fraser and family
Clare Downs

Lindsey Bovill

James Lambert

Andrea Stanway
Marike Coumans

Alison Thompson
Natalie Cosgrove

And in closing, to reiterate how this
newsletter began, all of us still here in
Chintsa would like to thank all of you out
there for your time, energy and enthusiasm
here. The running of these projects is not
always an easy task and we do not always
get things right, but throughout VA32's short
life, we have grown considerably. Our
success is entirely based on you, the
volunteer, and as one looks back over the
achievements of the past few years, it is
rewarding to be associated with so many
great people.

Thank You!




