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Not sure if you remember the previous 
Newsletter which had the 40% theme – 
objective was to improve output, productivity 
and quality of all that we do by 40%. Well, 
that is the last time I will ever go for such an 
optimistic percentage. The year has had the 
most manic start, and all that was missing 
was 40% more hours to actually keep up. 
 
Karen, Denver, Nomakwezi, Sonja, Tobs 
and our partner staff embraced my 
challenge and had me running off my feet. 
What is exciting is the new level of 
standards and goals we have set for this 
second quarter. 
 

Wild Coast Schools  
 
I have to start this section with a sincere 
thank you to the Dell Foundation  who 

responded to our proposal for support to 
Byletts by donating 20 PC’s and a server to 
the school. VA32 revamped the building 
before setting up and networking the new 
equipment. Byletts are extremely proud and 
appreciative to all at Dell for their efforts in 
making this lab a reality. 
 
Another development at Byletts that has 
created a tremendous amount of excitement 

is the news that Ms Yolande Peters will be 
attending the Microsoft Innovative Teachers 
Awards in Ghana in May to present her 
energy project from last year. VA32 wish her 
a safe and successful trip as she represents 
her school, province and country at these 
prestigious awards. Go Yolande! 
 

 
 
Sonja’s impressions of the first term (& 
more ) 
 
Time has been flying- that’s the first thing 
coming to my mind when I think about the 
first four months of this term. Mike would say 
it’s because I have been traveling all the 
time and I am never here therefore- I say it’s 
because there is so much happening that 
keeps me busy... 
We were very fortunate to have some 
fantastically enthusiastic volunteers in our 
schools since January. We started off with 
the topic “My garden”. We had outdoors 
activities in the food garden going and also 
lots of work on the computers. Relating to 
the Human rights day on 21st march we 
taught the learners about the rights they 
have. It was a though topic to teach- difficult 
words and complicated issues to explain. 
But grade 6 and 7 were introduced to MS 
Power Point and successfully came up with 
their own presentation. It was very exciting 
to see most of them using their knowledge in 
a creative way and it made us feel very 
proud- of them and also of us. 
One of the volunteers, Lucy, installed loads 
of new computer games on the computer- a 
very valuable resource! Thanks again Lucy! 
 
Nomakwezi has been very busy coming to 
my computer lessons and she is incredibly 
committed! She has an email address now. 
Please keep in touch with her as she loves 
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receiving emails from past volunteers. Her 
address is: 
nomakwezi.mkanyo@yahoo.com 
Of course she can also be found on 
facebook if you enter her full name in the 
search box. She will soon take her first 
computer exam and then hopefully continue 
her classes at a college in East London. 
 
We have started the new term successfully 
with the topic “Sanitation and Hygiene”. 
Romy and Sylvia, the two Nuremberg 
teachers, have been extremely supportive 
and we have planned the topic very carefully 
and detailed. There will be loads of hands- 
on activities like making handwashers out of 
used plastic bottles and we have a big 
“Dental Hygiene” action day lined up. 300 
toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes have 
been donated and we will make a fun and 
informative day out of it in both Chintsa East 
and Bulugha schools. 
The new volunteers for this term have also 
arrived and are getting prepared for their 
first days in school. 
 
Looking back at the last six months the 
project has gained a lot more structure. 
Thanks to committed and enthusiastic 
people, successful and fun fundraising 
parties and support from so many sides I 
think this project is stronger than ever. 
 
Unfortunately this is my first and last 
contribution to the newsletter as I am leaving 
VA32 and Chintsa at the end of May. I’m not 
happy to leave the organisation at this point. 
The potential is so high and I am incredibly 
sad to say bye to so many friends. I will miss 
the warmth of this community and of course 
the work in the schools. 
New challenges are awaiting me though and 
a goodbye always means a hello 
somewhere new. 
Thank you to all of you fantastic people who 
passed through here to help create what we 
are now. 
And a massive thank you to everybody and 
VA 32, mainly Mike, Sean and Karen but 
also Denver, Nomakwezi, Thobela and Papa 
G for making my time here so memorable 
and valuable. 
 
As Sonja mentioned, she will be leaving our 
community to return to her studies. She has 
been an exceptional asset over the past 

year. Her commitment to the schools, VA32 
and the volunteers with whom she has 
worked has been of such a strong nature 
that we will continue to grow along the 
structures and systems that she has 
implemented.  
 

 
 
 
FUNDRAISING FOR SCHOOLS –  
 
The “Buy a Brick” Bulugha campaign 
continues, both locally and abroad. To be 
honest, we are disappointed by the 
continuous hold-ups we are experiencing in 
terms of implementing the plans. Lou of 
African Angels is currently negotiating the 
land lease agreement necessary for the 
German financial support as they require we 
have a guaranteed 10 years use of the 
buildings. 
  

 
 
On a more progressive building note, the 
Bulugha Creche refurbishment is now 
actively underway. This particular project 
involves decking the front of the class, new 
tiled floor, bigger windows, improved class 
space, new roof, rainwater harvesting of run-
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off water to JoJo’s and handwashing 
facilities near the toilet area. Sonja has 
pioneered this project and has funded the 
bulk of the work. Sylvia joined the initiative 
as it relates to the water and sanitation 
component. 
 
Chintsa East School is getting an outside 
gazebo for its learners through the generous 
efforts of Romy.  
 
Computers and CONNECTIVITY – 
 
Needing your support PLEASE 
  
VA32 has committed to connectivity for 
three schools to be achieved within this 
term. Cost for this is the major hurdle and as 
a result we’ve come up with a sponsorship 
model. Please put your heads into this and 
should you have a solution let us know. 
 
The commitment we need is for a 12 month 
period. 
 

·  Bulugha  Farm School – Thanks to 
Jimmy Farnsworth of Firs Lower 
School in the UK who has raised 
funds for us to install a dial out 
modem for e-mail use at the school. 
We will begin information sharing 
within the next few weeks. 

·  Chintsa School – NEED 
approximately 200 – 300 pounds to 
get dial out up and running. 

·  Byletts High School  – Full high 
speed connectivity for the entire lab 
is our objective here. Installation 
costs are around R 3 500 and a 
monthly of close to R 1 000 is 
required thereafter. 

 
 
OTHER THINGS WE NEED 
 
I am often asked what we need in the way of 
donations for the schools or projects. As a 
result of this I am taking the liberty of listing 
a few things that will assist the project and 
schools. 

·  Sport equipment – training bibs, 
balls and training cones. 

·  Art equipment – colored pens and 
crayons, powder paints, glue sticks 
and sticker packs. 

·  Small shirts, pull overs and caps. 

·  Educational pictures, maps and 
posters 

·  Educational toys 
 
A further request is that any parcels sent 
must be paid for in full on your side at 
posting as the costs involved here will 
exceed the budget we have for post – 
thanks. 
 

Conservation Initiative 
…..Through the eyes of Lucy 

 
The last few months have seen some 
changes at the conservation initiative, with 
Neil moving on from Inkwenkwezi to enjoy 
married life, and Johann joining Lucy in 
working with the volunteers – Welcome 
Johann! 
 
The lion cubs are looking very big now at 
just over 6 months old – unfortunately about 
a month ago we had a setback when 2 of 
them, Mufasa and Ikwezi, were taken 
suddenly ill, and despite the vet’s best 
efforts we were unable to save Mufasa.  
Ikwezi though, has made a full recovery and 
is now leaping about with her sisters once 
more, devouring huge chunks of red meat 
and showing typical feline curiosity in 
everything from blades of grass to inquisitive 
giraffes. 
 
The volunteers have been focusing on Black 
Wattle and Port Jackson Willow this month 
in terms of eradicating alien vegetation on 
the reserve, and there are whole areas 
looking unrecognizably improved due to the 
hard work and determination of the team 
here.  It’s important for us to remove these 
species from the South African ecosystem 
because they have no natural enemies here, 
as both were imported from Australia at 
some time in history, for the leather-tanning 
industry and for sand dune stabilization 
respectively.  They are now taking over 
niches which would otherwise be filled by 
native flora, and in the case of the Black 
Wattle, drink up to 100 litres of water per 
day, which could be shared among the less 
thirsty native vegetation. 
 
We have introduced a theory component to 
the program, giving volunteers the chance to 
learn more deeply about the bush we enjoy 
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on a day to day basis – discussions on 
general ecology, mammals, and birds have 
been interesting, with volunteers also 
making the most of the occasional rainy 
days by researching various mammal 
species and making a portfolio of their 
findings. 
 
The March volunteers began work on a bird 
hide about 200m from the volunteer camp, 
down by the river, which was recently 
finished and will provide a perfect spot from 
which to observe the varied birdlife on the 
reserve. 
 
Since the new year we have been sleeping 
under the stars out on the reserve at least 
once a month; waking up to birdsong 
overhead and fresh warthog tracks 5 metres 
away, after a night of silence but for the 
crackling campfire, nighttime bush sounds 
(Fiery-necked nightjars, Spotted Dikkops, 
unidentifiable herbivores tearing up the 
grass nearby, and of course, the King of the 
Jungle declaring his territory) and the distant 
waves is an incredible experience that the 
volunteers will remember for a long time to 
come. 
 
The afternoons have been filled with fun, as 
always, whether it be abseiling for the 
adventurous or canoeing for a bit of 
relaxation – last week on the river there 
were vervet monkeys jumping through the 
riverside trees, and a Knysna Turaco graced 
us with a stunning sighting as we paddled 
along.  Johann has taken the quads to a 
new level with his stuntman skills, and 
Seaside Ecology is helping those African 
tans along nicely! 
 
 
Some interesting groupings I read in an e-
mail I received recently with a few added – 
apologies to the author as I’ve forgotten the 
source. 
 

A POD of Hippo or a BLOAT 
A SOUNDER of Warthog 
A CLAN of Hyena 
A JOURNEY of Giraffe or a TOWER 
A DAZZLE of Zebra 
A CRASH of Rhino 
A LEAP of Leopards (I have seen at most two 
together so I think PAIR is also OK) 
A BUSINESS of mongooses 

A SKULK of Jackals 
A DRAY of Squirrels 
A MISCHIEF of mice 
A COMPANY of Parrots 
A MURMURATION of Starlings 
A HOVER of trout 
A FLOAT of crocodiles 
A CLASH of buck 

 

 
Cintsa Horses and 
Newhampshire Rehab Centre 
 
Although the project has had a relatively low 
level of support this past quarter, it has 
enjoyed the enthusiastic energies of Emily 
and Alison. Possibly the most physically 
demanding of all our projects, the Cintsa 
Horse initiative is a powerful experience for 
those who commit themselves to it. Early 
starts, long days and heavy work are 
rewarded by awesome beach horse rides 
along the unspoilt Wild Coast.  
 
The greater Dickerson’s HARRAS of horses, 
36 in total, has recently increased to 39 with 
the birth of 3 foals. 
 
Not only has the farm gained the 3 foals for 
nurturing responsibilities but they have also 
taken on 5 newborn ostriches, giving them a 
WOBBLE of ostriches!  
 
The project is looking forward to the arrival 
of several volunteers later this quarter and 
next. So, any of you with animal mad friends 
looking for a working holiday, send them this 
way and we’ll give them a HELLLUVA time. 
 
 
 

Postal address:  
 

Volunteer Africa 32
 south 
PO Box 19 

Chintsa East 
Wild Coast 

South Africa 
5275 
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Clockwise from top –  
 

1. Volunteers before the “Adrenalin” boat    
trip 

2. Wild Coast cows 
3. Coastal Ecology outing 

4. Byletts learners 
5. Focus on football  

6. Nurenburg on a night out 
7. Lunch on orientation 

8. Faces 
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Clockwise from top –  
 

1. Exploring the rocky shores during 
orientation 

2. Lucy setting up the new PC’s at Byletts 
3. The Byletts bus – still going! 

3. Appreciation for volunteers is never 
ending. 

4. Bulungula Transkei trip 
5. Chintsa School outing 

6. Pure Nature, Pure Wild Coast 
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