Newsletter and

U pd a.te 15 September 2006 o |

With the third school term coming to an end,
| just wanted to let all past volunteers know
how Volunteer Africa 32 south has
progressed, and thank you all for the effort
and enthusiasm each of you showed while
on your school and conservation placements
on the Wild Coast of South Africa.

Wild Coast Schools’ Programme:

2006 has seen the schools’ programme
grow from strength to strength with many
very strong and committed volunteers
moving through the Chintsa area.

VA32 has continued to cement its
relationship with its first two schools,
Bulugha and Byletts, in the classroom
environment as well as begun developing a
working relationship around the school
environment and environmental education.
VA32 teamed up with the WESSA/WWF
Eco-schools Programme  over August
(Education and Environmental Action
Month) and provided a working group of
volunteers to provide booster support to a
range of environmental projects. Feedback
from schools and Eco-school team has been
very positive and all volunteers in these
projects must be congratulated on an
incredible effort. Well done “brown house”.
VA32 will continue to build on the
groundwork of August by working with
WESSA & WWEF to assist with the Eco-
Schools initiative.

Marine and Coastal Environmental Education
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The computer literacy course at Bulugha
has found its rhythm and VA32 is building a
solid relationship with the teaching staff of
the school. Reporting structures by
volunteers has developed

Education and Environmental Action Month

over the year, and this is helping to ensure
we have smoother hand-overs between
volunteer groups. The year has also seen a
variety of interesting fund raising initiatives
by volunteers which has ensured that the
increased electricity use has been covered
from this fund.
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Bulugha Co

mputer Lab in action

The Byletts lab has continued to improve in
all aspects. A recent partnering of VA32 with
Microsoft has allowed us to upgrade and
overcome previous server problems related
to software and VA32 will, thanks to
Microsoft, be introducing the Digital Literacy
Curriculum at the start of the fourth term.
Furthermore, Microsoft will be running an



intensive training course for Byletts staff and
VA32 hopes this will create the much
needed cross-curricular use of the computer
lab by all subject areas, and do away with
the concept that the lab is just a computer
training room. Thanks to all at Byletts who
have put effort into the outside area and
converted it from the depressing and dirty
entrance it was to the much more inviting
and welcoming atmosphere it now has. The
lab itself has taken on a well kept and
beautifully presented classroom with
detailed wall exhibits and course related
presentations. Byletts has become familiar
with the inclusion of the computer literacy
lessons in the timetable and most lessons
now start, not only on time, but with the
correct learners as well.
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Staff introduction to Byletts Computer Lab

VA32 began working with Byletts Primary
during the Education and Environmental
Action month and would like to continue this
into the future as the Primary showed
tremendous enthusiasm at the support it
received in its Marine and Costal education
programme from the volunteers.

Nkwasana Primary and Chintsa East School
were also added to the new schools in which
VA32 is to work with.

A further 50 laptops have been donated by
Deerfield Academy in the US, thanks to
coordination efforts of Ben Bakker. Although
importing these has been time consuming, a
solution has been found through the
assistance of Catherine and Dr Keith Borein
of the Borein Educational Foundation for
Southern Africa .

VA32 has targeted lab construction and
hardware installation for early 2007 into
Chintsa East School and will then begin a
similar project at Nkwasana. These labs will
be staffed by VA32 volunteers until it
becomes possible to hand over
responsibility to the schools themselves.

Wild Coast Conservation at Inkwenkwezi
Private Game Reserve:

The conservation programme has seen a
steady flow of hard-working, calloused-hand
volunteers pass through its tents. Detailed
attention to volunteer feedback has been
embraced by Inkwenkwezi and the
programme is providing a fulfilling
experience to what has become a very busy
initiative.

A thorough ring barking project has led to
the elimination of alien vegetation near the
entrance of Indala Camp as well as
elsewhere on the reserve. Dennis has
received support from volunteers in his
studies on Giraffes through a monitoring
project as well as data collection in support
of the Oxpecker Project.

A number of deadly snares have been
removed from near the perimeter fence
through consistent fence patrols by
volunteers, some of which take place on
horseback.

During the sardine run a fortunate group of
volunteers had the opportunity to whale and
dolphin watch as they sailed off the East
London coast.



Wednesday evening burger night saw a
record broken when every volunteer
managed to finish their giant and receive
their “been there, eaten it” shirt.

Inkwenkwezi is expecting to release their
Elephants in November and work on the
western end of the reserve to manage the
elephants is well underway.

A very special thank you to all of you who
have taken the time and effort to either bring
or send donations to our area and the
projects in which we are involved. We have
seen generous money contributions, school
resources, clothes, football and netball kits,
other sport equipment and gardening
resources come into Chintsa.

These donations are given to the schools or
community who then take ownership of the
goods. With certain donations and gifts,
VA32 holds onto them and releases the gift
at an appropriate time to a school or
community.

Future donations and contributions to VA32
will be handled by a Section 21 non-profit
organization who will decide on the most
appropriate way to distribute the money and
goods.

Thank you all for your generosity to date.

Playground rehabilitation

Familiar faces from Bulugha

Orientation time






