Newsletter and Update July 2008

As we near the end of July 2008, | am in the
fortunate position of reflecting back on what
has been a very successful first half of the
year. VA32 has continued to grow its
support to a number of new school initiatives
and conservation initiatives while at the
same time meeting the daily commitments
we have to the “volunteer supply projects”.
Much of the work we have expanded into is
of a different nature to the ones you, as
volunteers, would have participated in.
VA32’s growing network has placed us in a
position where we can facilitate initiatives,
support training and create synergistic
linkages between other organizations,
training bodies and projects.

Wild Coast Schools

Picking up from the last Newsletter, the
update on Ms Yolande Peters’ visit to Ghana
was extremely successful. | have received a
number of reports from both Microsoft and
Schoolnet SA commending Yolande on her
project and preparation for the Microsoft
Innovative Teachers Awards. Yolande and
Phillip Wilkinson of WESSA ran a cross
curricular learning initiative that addressed
global warming and carbon footprinting. The
initiative included the learning areas of ICT,
maths, the natural sciences and geography.

Well done to all who were involved in this
very successful teaching effort.

Last year VA32 began working with the
créche in the rural village of Ngingxolo with
the initial focus being the development of
food gardens and much needed
maintenance work. These were approached
as “Impact Projects” utilizing the funding and
human resources provided by volunteers.

This year the next phase of input was
provided by Helmut Kaltenpoth and his
enthusiastic group of German students.
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Helmut has worked on other school
rehabilitation projects in South Africa and
VA32 were very pleased to link with him for
his return visit to the country. Ngingxolo
witnessed a full restoration of their kitchen
and bathroom facilities as well as
improvements to other key infrastructure
areas.

Bathroom restoration, before and after

VA32 would also like to extend their
appreciation to Daimler Chrysler who
sponsored a bus for use by Helmut and his
group while they were in the country.

From all at Chintsa and Ngingxolo we’d like
to express a very sincere THANK YOU for
the amazing contribution you have made to
the area. Know that you are welcome to
return and we would look forward to working
with you again in the future.

The next project at the créche is to replace
the existing roof and ceilings and past
volunteer Sylvia Moosberger of Nuremberg
has agreed to assist with the financing of the
project through funds she has raised while
being with VA32 in Chintsa.

While on fundraising, well done to Letitia
Bryan on running a half marathon to raise

funds for VA32
projects.

It really is
awesome to
continue to
receive
amazing
support from
our past
volunteers,
thanks.

The art project has produced some
extremely creative efforts and it has been
great to see the overall upliftment of
classrooms around the schools as more and
more of the learners work finds it way to
being displayed.

The ICT projects continue to keep VA32 and
its volunteers very busy. Chintsa Primary
and Bulugha Farm School have been
developing and teaching along the theme of
animals. My thanks to our current set of
volunteers who have focused on the task at
hand despite the lack of our full time
facilitator as Sonja’s leaving and the new
facilitator arrivals of Mike and Joanne has
meant | have adopted the position for two
months. After a year of not having been the
primary facilitator, | am once again very
impressed with the overall commitment of




volunteers and the improved level of
systems that are now operational within the
management of the ICT projects. Well done
to Sonja, the Nuremberg interns and the
past volunteers who have all been vital in
creating these systems and ensuring VA32
is constantly improving its support to the
partner schools ............ Thanks all.

Thobela and Nomakwezi are both focused
and performing well on their study
scholarships from African Heartland
Journeys and VA32. We made a
commitment to ensure appropriate training
and opportunities for our staff in 2008.
Thobela is studying Tourism Management
and Nomakwezi is currently doing Level 2
ICT after having passed Level 1 having
received tuition from Sonja earlier this year.
Milton recently gained his 1% Aid certificate
and attended a short course in tourism and
is actively guiding mountain bike trails
together with Thobela. Denver successfully
passed his motor boat skippers license after
completing a course with Anchors Away in
Knysna.

While on staff ........ congratulations to
Karen who recently got engaged and is
expecting a baby early next year.

Karen honing her maternal skills on the cubs

In October we will be working in Ngingxolo
on a new ICT lab project. Professor Murphy
will be arriving with a group of students and
they will be involved in Phase 1: Systems
check and refurbish, infrastructure,
classroom and security overhaul. Computer
installation and networking followed by the
introduction of ICT to learners and voluntary
staff training. The lab will cater for primary

and secondary learners as they are
neighboring schools.

And finally on ICT, VA32 has been
approached by a group of woman who wish
to be trained on ICT skills. VA32 invited the
community to entertain the idea but decided
not to run lessons until there was a desire
and commitment from community for such
lessons. We are very excited about moving
our efforts into the adult literacy arena and
look forward to the new level of interaction
between volunteers and members of our
community.

Hey guys, well it has been a busy time for us
with the volunteers from training the young
horses for trails to having a horse dislocate
his hip and move him in the horse box at
night. All has been go, but loads of fun
thrown in as well.

We have some youngsters that we are
hoping to bring on and our recent volunteers
achieved a lot in the couple of weeks that
they were here, but there is still so much
that we need to get done.

Our last two overnight trails have been a
blast as we have incorporated teaching the
volunteers how to fish on their over night
trail, some funny things were seen and
strange “fish” caught...

Well till next time.

Conservation Initiative
.....Through the eyes of Rodger

Some recent changes are that Lucy has
moved on and returned home. Johann has
been joined with the welcome return of
Rodger who is fresh from his break and full
of ideas.

The program has seen some growth in the
areas of projects. The bird hide was a great
success and is used on a regular basis.
Some of the projects on the go are the




bridge which seems to be a project that will
take a long time, the June volunteers have
just started with smaller camps for
rehabilitation of smaller mammals.

There are two new lion cubs a male Spata
and a female Athena who are full of life and
under the watchful eye of the volunteers and
Rodger/ Johann are doing very well.

Some of the on going projects of ring
barking and general alien plant control
continue. The very first volunteers’ efforts in
these areas, including soil erosion work, is
only now starting to take effect. Grasses
have started to return to the areas badly
effected by wattles.

The very first erosion sites that were worked
on have started to rehabilitate themselves.

Rainy days are no longer a problem all the
bones from the rhino that unfortunately
passed away have been collected and rainy
days are now something we look forward to
as it provides us with the opportunity to work
on rebuilding this large skeleton. A rare
species of whale was collected and placed
on the farm to decompose so when the rhino
is done the whale is waiting.

As for the game on the farm there has been
little rain which has put pressure on some
species but with the rehabilitation centre on
its way we will soon be able to house any
sick or struggling animals.

The horses are being seen to on a more
regular bases and improvements have been
seen.

Morning briefings have been a great help in
letting volunteers understand the vision of
the park and the work needed to be done.
So if you would like to come back or even
come for your first time to help achieve this
vision please do so as without the
volunteers these projects would not be
possible.

Spata and Athena

Chilling with one of the cheetahs

Digging holes for the new animal enclo

sure







